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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/637.204 
Examiner 

Robert E Pezzuto 



Applicant(s) 

JOLLIFF ETAL 
Art Unit 
3671 




Period fo; RopT'''^ " commi/n/ca^/or, appea rs on t/ie cov.r sheet with the Jorresponc/enc TiJdfaft 



- Failure to reply v^thin the set or extendi PencS Tr"^^ (6) MONTHS f«.m the mailing date of this communication 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the Snn L ♦k® ^ become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

earned patent tern, adjustment See 37 CFR 1 704(b) ^ ° communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on October 14. 2004 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
dosed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle. 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) IS1 Claim(s) 18-36 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above clalm(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) U Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 18-36 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 1 )□ The oath or declaration ,s objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomi PTO-1 52 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(aHd) or (f) 
a)DAII bG Some * c)D None of: «WWor(T;. 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. D Cop.es of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in thiT^onal Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 
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2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT0.1449 or PTO/SB/08^ 
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Interview Summary (PTO-413) 
_ Paper No(s)/Mail Date. 

5) 



U.S. Patent and Trademar1< Office 
PTOL-326(Rev. 1-04) 



6)G 



Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-152) 
Other 
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Application/Control Number: 10/637 204 p 

Art Unit: 3671 ^ 

DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 18-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Howard '657. Howard discloses an implement having a transaxle (figures 1-5). the 
transaxle comprising a housing (generally 12). a pair of axially aligned axles (as seen in 
figure 2. area of reference numerals 23 and 31 ). which are selectively coupled together 
(via a slidable collar means and biasing selector 45) and free to rotate relative to one 
another when not coupled (column 1. line 60 to column 2, line 12). Also. Howard 
discloses ground-engaging wheels (11.11a) coupled to the axles as well as various 
reduction gears (as seen in figures 3-5) mounted on the axles and parallel shafts (as 
seen in figures 3 and 5). Further, Howard shows the implement having a working 
device connected thereto (figure 1 . area of reference numeral 18) and powered by an 
engine 13. the implement being controlled/guided by handles 14. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 18-36 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. • 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert E Pezzuto whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1012. The examiner can nomially be reached on 7:00 am to 5:00 pm. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Thomas B Will can be reached on (703) 308-3870. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




lobert E Pesuto 
December 22. 2004 



